
Daily Mirror
WEDNESDAY 27.02.2013 39DM1ST

KKK@#8CC=C%0)/0C$30CD@-=@I9E/868G):
)!)) (#!& )!’ $C G0LG "1-9

’8??<? G= 1>5NN
)</ K0B:: -):: M=I

 "%%$%
%0)/0C $30CD

),&*!% / ) +#

 ):: =IC 2C00.
8</0?0</0<G
DK8G-78<6 70:?:8<0
(0B:: D0)C-7 =J0C
>>.NNN /0):D )</
4</ G70 C867G =<0
2=C M=I@@@
$IC D?0-8)::M
GC)8<0/ 0L?0CGD
K8:: =C6)<8D0 M=IC
DK8G-7 )</ DI??=CG
M=I 0J0CM DG0? =2
G70 K)M. K0BC0 G70
=<:M ,C=)/,)</
-=;?)C8D=< D8G0
K8G7 ) /0/8-)G0/
-):: -0<GC0

, /# .* -) 78653 * )( 1).+
!+) "! ("4 -/ 2 $)’# *$)(#
!%&&, 0%-$).- -$# $ ,,&#

,$%+ ’)(,$>+ ,)* "# &+2
!1@A @B=1?73-@A
.?<-0.-;0 01-9

’"BD 2)DG0DG K8/0:M
)J)8:),:0 ,C=)/,)</ )D
?C=J0< ,M $2-=;

!1@A B;98:8A10 .?<-0.-;0
-;0 /-99 01-9

$J0C H1N -7)<<0:D A GCI:M
I<:8;8G0/ /=K<:=)/D A
0J0<8<6 * K0090</ -)::D

+C8A/6 ;<C -;0
51A A68@ <41?

!L-:ID8J0 G=
&8;?:82M/868G):

(95HI .A4 EH=2=A; 2CHH52N .N D:N< $51HQ.HU PVDOG $CH 8Q?? N5H@I R=I=N3 SSSGI=@E?=8U4=;=N.?G2CGQ>LN5H@IG 0PVF C8 )=@E?=8U4=;=N.? 2QINC@5HI H525=R54
.A .R5H.;5 I.R=A; C8 MPJ6 E5H U5.HG ".N. 1.I54 CA PD6K )=@E?=8U4=;=N.? H52CH4I 15NS55A VD )5EN5@15H PVDP 7 ODIN "525@15H PVDPG 00-CQ @QIN 15 D6
CH CR5HG +.?=4 .;.=AIN . I=A;?5 NH.AI.2N=CA CR5H N<5 E<CA5G ’5TN ".U 45?=R5HU S=?? 15 2<.H;54 .N M:GBB .I IN.A4.H4G *<=I RCQ2<5H 2.AACN 15 2C@1=A54
S=N< .AU CN<5H RCQ2<5H CH EHC@CN=CAG $Q?? */!I .N A.>54S=A5IG2C@G (95H 5A4I P6LVOLPVDOG

F5N

J=I-70C ++

EXPERT 
HELP FOR 

YOUR 
BUSINESS

SMALL businesses looking to expand are 
taking advantage of the Government’s 
AGE 16 to 24 incentive that gives firms 
a grant of up to £1,500 to recruit their 
first apprentice. 

Almost 20,000 apprenticeships have 
been created in just nine months thanks 
to the scheme, which was meant to end 
in April but has been extended for 

another year. Firms with up to 1,000 staff 
can apply for the grant as well as training 
costs of the chosen  apprenticeship, which 
are met in full for 16 to 18-year-olds and 
50% for those aged 19 to 24.

Find out more and try the “Return on 
Investment” tool at www.apprenticeships.
org.uk to see if your business could 
benefit, or call 08000 150 600.

20,000 new apprenticeships

BizBureau
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Savannah  
Saunders

I’M a former dancer who has 
recently set up an online social 
networking community for 
people who love dance at www.
thewonderfulworldofdance.com. 

I came up with the idea after 
getting loads of questions from 
parents and dance teachers who 
were all looking for advice.

The site lets people share 
information and chat with others 
in the dance world.

I really want to turn this into 
THE place for dance enthusiasts 
and would appreciate any advice 

on how to let more people know 
that this site is out there.

Savannah Saunders, by email

USING your own expertise and 
 experience is one of the best ways of 
developing a successful business. 

You will know better than anyone 
what those in the world of dance 
want and need. Now you have your 
website up and running, it’s a matter 
of getting the word out that you 
exist and to tell people why they 
should visit your site.

Check the tag and keywords on 
your site to ensure you get the best 

possible listings on the search 
engines, but also get out into the 
real world and create a buzz. 

You don’t have any events listed 
so far and empty sections tend to 
put people off from returning. 

Put up a few events that interest 
you to get things started and to 
encourage others to add more.

Get in touch with dance schools, 
link up with their websites and ask 
them to recommend you. 

Think about video clips of people 
in the dance world in action and 
telling their success stories.  

The more reasons people have to 
visit and come back, the more 
interest you will generate. 

Make my dance 
site centre stage

 Biz replies

For straight-forward advice write to: Sylvia, The Mirror, 1 Canada Square, London E14 5AP. Or email : sylvia@mirror.co.uk

LIFE BEGINS AT 50, LADIES
FEMALE over-50s are in 
charge when it comes to 
starting up new  businesses 
as more and more are 
deciding to set up shop.

There has been a 39% 
increase in the number of 
women who have started 
their own enterprise in the 
past 12 months, www.
freelancer.co.uk found.

This comes on the back 
of recent Office for 

National Statistics figures 
showing that 84% of the 
increase in self-employ-
ment is from those aged 
over 50.

Freelancer.co.uk boss 
Matt Barrie said women 

are leaving men trailing in 
the start-up market.

He said: “There’s been a 
surge of women starting 
their own businesses.

“Many are now able to 
turn their ideas into a 
reality thanks to  changes 
in technology.

“They are taking their 
dreams and turning them 
into a reality at a quicker 
rate than men.”

Zero to a million
Sylvia’s new 
book can show 
you how to 
start a busi-
ness without 
having to 
remortgage 
your house, 
rack up debt 
or sell your soul. Zero to A 
MI££ION – She Did It & So Can 
You by Sylvia Marshall is avail-
able to Mirror readers at a 
special price of £2.95, saving £3 
on the usual rrp of £5.95. 
 Download your copy via www.
cosyhomesonline.com/mirror. 
There will be a hard copy 
version available soon. Watch 
this space for details.

Dear Sylvia: I am a successful architect but 
need help in marketing my services. Do 
you have any ideas?
Sylvia says: Whatever your business, it 
involves “selling” – a business without 
customers ceases to be a business. The key 
is getting past the idea that “sales” is a dirty 
word. It’s about getting the word out and 
the same strategies apply. Think about what 
differentiates your practice from the others 
then tell your story.

Dear Sylvia: I am a pensioner and suddenly 
I am writing poems. I wondered if you can 
help me to possibly get them published.
Sylvia says: Although not completely 
unheard of, it is very rare for a poet to be 
published who has not already had single 

poems published in accredited poetry 
magazines or success in reputable 
 competitions. A good starting point would 
be to join The Poetry Society, 22 Betterton 
Street, London WC2 (Tel. 020 7420 9880). 

Members of the Poetry Society have the 
opportunity to have their poems 
 considered for publication in Poetry News. 
Latterly you may even get published in 
Poetry Review, which is widely acclaimed 
as one of the world’s leading contemporary 
poetry  magazines .  Through your 
 associations here, you’d then be in a posi-
tion to contact small presses and publishers. 
Full  membership is £42 but there are 
concessions for senior citizens, so it seems 
well worth it. I look forward to seeing your 
work in print.

IF you want to set up or grow your business, we’ve got just the person to help. In her 
new weekly column, millionaire Sylvia Marshall, who has taken her own business, 
www.cosyhomesonline.com/mirror from £0 to £1,000,000 and is helping others to do 
the same, answers your questions based on the lessons she’s learned along the way

BIZ NEWS
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